
“Tag! You’re it”- Ecclesiastes 3:1-9, James 4:13-17 

           There are all kinds of tags. There are luggage tags, dog tags, name tags, 

price tags,  Christmas tags that say To: From: In our house we call them to-froms, 

and sales tags. You can be tagged on Facebook or tagged out in a baseball game. 

You can be tagged for going too fast or if you are in Italy you can  be “tagged” or 

honked at royally  by driving too slow. But the one tag everyone remembers is the 

game of Tag and you would touch someone and say, “Tag! You’re it.” The person 

who is “It” has to tag someone else and remains “It” until they can do so.  

          Over the next four weeks we are going to look at the game called Tag in a 

different light. When we played the game Tag we were always glad when we 

could avoid being tagged because then we would have to be the one chasing 

someone else and tagging them. What if, however, God is the one who “tags” us? 

How does being tagged by God impact our time, abilities, and giving? What does 

it mean for Peace Church to be filled with people who have been “tagged “by God 

for ministry, money, and resources? 

         Over the next four weeks we are going to look at four ways God can “tag” 

you for deep and rich ministry and relationship. This morning we are going to look 

at tag you’re it with our time. I have mentioned in another sermon that time is 

the most valuable commodity we have in our day and age. Time is even more 

valuable than money to many people. There are people who pay money for 

conveniences that free them up for more time to do what they want to do. So 

how do you use your time?  

          Tim and I keep a calendar in the office on the computer and for me on a 

paper calendar. The calendars in our offices are the most important piece of 

equipment that we have. To an extent the calendar stands between us and utter 

confusion. . It tells us what each of us has to do on each day. The calendar helps 

us to determine who is using the building on a particular day so that we don’t 

have the embarrassing problem of putting two groups in the same room at the 

same time. The calendar becomes the governor of our lives. The calendar 

becomes the governor of most of our lives. The calendar controls our comings 

and goings. The calendar in some sense curtails our freedom.  



            In our passages from the Bible this morning both Solomon and James talk 

about time and to a certain extent calendars. The writer of Ecclesiastes known as 

The Preacher writes in the first verse of a nine verse poem about time. It is very 

familiar to most of us and if you’re around my age you remember the rock group 

The Byrds doing a song based on this passage called “Turn, Turn, Turn.”  (watch 

video) 

         In Ecclesiastes 3 Solomon tells us that life is really a matter of timing for 

timing is everything. How many clocks do you have in your house? How many 

calendars do you have hanging up? Kay and I have six clocks in our house: two on 

stoves, two on alarm clocks, one on a radio, and a grandfather clock. This doesn’t 

include the three clocks on I-Pads and computers; or the two watches we wear. 

We also have three calendars hanging up. Timing is everything.  The difference 

between a good joke and a bad joke is the timing of the punch line. Timing is 

important in cooking. Timing is important in finances. The success in buying and 

selling of stock is depended on timing. Timing is important in taking ones 

medicine. So Solomon is saying that if timing is everything in life he gives us four 

exhortations on how to live.  

          The first exhortation is to expect change. In verses 2-8 Solomon makes 

twenty eight statements- fourteen are negative and fourteen are positive. Each of 

these statements is a contrast: a time to be born and a time to die; time to plant 

and a time to harvest; a time to kill and a time to heal.  So forth. As you read 

these you discover Solomon covers pretty much all of life. If you also notice that 

all of these twenty eight statements talk about the vastness of change that will 

take place in our lives. Solomon urges us to expect change.  This sets the tone for 

all of the rest because between the times you are born and the time that you die 

all of the rest of the contrasts will probably take place in your life.  

           The second exhortation is that we need to accept limitations. In verse 9 

Solomon concludes his contrasts with rather bleak words.” What profit has the 

worker from that which he labors?” Why should we work so hard if it is all in vain 

we might ask? We are limited to what we will understand about this life we now 

live in. We have limited knowledge of what God is doing. We are to accept God’s 



plans for our times. Our lives are restricted because our lives are restricted by the 

great gulf between God and us. In verse 11 Solomon tells us that God controls our 

times, but he has not told us how and why. We are limited by time as to 

understanding all of life. 

        The third exhortation Solomon gives us is to in verses 12 and 13 to enjoy life. 

Solomon says one of the greatest responses to this life is to make the most of it.  

We are to rejoice and do good in one’s life time. Solomon tells us in verse 12.  We 

are  to see good in our labor – it is the gift from God. Ben Franklin once said, “Do 

you love life? Then do not squander time, for it is the stuff life is made from.” 

Timing is everything. As I preached several weeks ago life is stressful. Life is filled  

with all kinds of pressures from people, projects, pursuits, and more. It makes 

sense to enjoy this life. Eat ice-cream, watch a movie, play in the rain, take your 

husband and wife out to a nice dinner. Make the most of your days on this earth.  

        The fourth exhortation Solomon tells us to do is to fear God. In verses 14 and 

15 Solomon closes with these verses. God’s work is complete and permanent. 

Everything God does is awe-inspiring. This is why Solomon says we are to fear 

God. The phrase “Fear God”, is one of the key themes of Ecclesiastes and appears 

over 100 times in the Bible. So what does fearing God mean?  The concept does 

not mean we are to go around in terror, but rather a commitment of the total 

being to trust and believe in the living God.   I have been to the Grand Canyon, the 

Alps, and Niagara Falls and each time I have stood befo0re these natural wonders, 

I feel and see God’s handiwork. I feel small, fearful, and awestruck. God wants us 

to stand in awe of who he is and all that he is. When we can do this we can 

understand just how temporary this life is in contrast to eternity with God. 

        James reminds us that in humility we trust God with the future.  We don’t 

presume that things will happen, but rather we trust God that he will do his will in 

our lives. In both of these passages God wants to be the god of your time. He 

wants us to be intentional about how we use our time. Each day is a gift from God 

that offers the opportunity to make a difference.  In someone’s life and make our 

lives better.   



      God wants us to use the time we have to the max. In 1974 Harry Chapin, the 

singer, wrote a song that many of us remember. The song was “Cats in the 

Cradle”. It is the song about a father who is too busy to spend time with his child 

when he asks. As the son grows up he asks his father over and over again to be in 

his life, but the father puts him off. The son idolizes his father because he wants 

to grow up just like him. Harry Chapin’s wife Sandy wrote the words to the son. 

She wrote it because harry was having issues with his father and when their son 

was 7 Harry was on the road doing 200 concerts a year and Sandy asked when he 

as going to spend time with their son. Harry promised to make time for his son. 

He never did because soon after this conversation. Harry Chapin was killed in an 

auto accident.  

        If Harry Chapin could do it all over again he would have spent more time with 

his son. Time , a precious gift from God.  Use it wisely.            

       

        


